
What is a Watershed? 

A watershed is the area of land where all of the water that is under it or drains off 
of it goes into the same place. John Wesley Powell, scientist geographer, put it best 
when he said that a watershed is:  

"that area of land, a bounded hydrologic system, within which all 
living things are inextricably linked by their common water course 
and where, as humans settled, simple logic demanded that they 
become part of a community."  

Watersheds come in all shapes and sizes. They cross community, county, state, and 
national boundaries. No matter where you are, you're in a watershed!  

 

Water Science Glossary of Terms  
 
With this many people depending on our lakes and streams for drinking water and 
recreation, we need to be careful how we treat our water. You might not be able to 
see the stream or lake from your house, but it’s there! It might be a small stream 
or ditch or even a storm drain in the street. All of these lead directly to our lakes 
and streams. So, what we do at home affects our water! 
 
We all live in a watershed -- the area that drains to a common waterway, such 
as a stream, lake, estuary, wetland, aquifer, or even the ocean -- and our individual 
actions can directly affect it. One thing is CLEAR – our creeks, rivers, lakes 
and watersheds depend upon each one of us.  


